


Look at the image 

for 30 seconds and 

see how many 

items you can 

recall. This will be 

the capacity of your 

short-term 

memory. Most 

people can 

remember between 

5 and 9 pieces of 

information. 





Phineas Gage had 

an iron rod fired 

through his head in 

an explosion. 

This damaged his 

frontal lobe. 

The damage caused 

his personality to 

change – after the 

accident he was 

rude and 

irresponsible! 











 

How did you develop? 

 

 

How does your memory work? 



Why do people become criminals? 



How does your brain affect you? 

 

How do you carry out psychological research? 



How do psychological problems affect you? 

 

 



Why do you need to sleep and dream?

How do others affect you? 

 

 



 

Want more information about GCSE 

Psychology?  

Scan the QR code to download the Edexcel 

specification  
 

 

 

Want more information about GCSE 

Psychology? 

Take a look at a GCSE textbook in the school 

library  
 





 

 

 

“I chose to study psychology because I was intrigued 

to learn about how the brain works, how it affects 

people and what makes people tick. I think that 

psychology will help me with my future job prospects.” 

 

“I chose to study psychology because it allows you to 

have a greater understanding of human behaviour and 

how the mind works. It is a unique and interesting 

subject that is not only academic, but also can be 

applied to your everyday life.” 
 



 

 

“I chose to study psychology because I like 

understanding why a person may act in a certain way 

and I feel psychology has unlocked and answered 

many of these questions and is definitely worth the 

hard work!” 
 

“I chose to study psychology because I am intrigued by 

human behaviour and am eager to learn about the 

different explanations and theories regarding why we 

are the way we are.” 
 



Psychology is the scientific study of the human brain and 

behaviour. The GCSE course is designed to provide you with 

an overview of the varied approaches and applications of 

Psychology, alongside a strong foundation in research 

methods. The course will appeal to students who wish to 

analyse and interpret human behaviour using psychological 

theories and scientific research methods. You will be taught 



how to describe, evaluate and compare psychological 

theories, influential psychological research and research 

methods in order to make judgements and draw conclusions. 

GCSE psychology suits hardworking, dedicated and 

enthusiastic students with strong English, Mathematics and 

Science skills, as the examinations involve essay writing, 

mathematical calculations and analysis of research. GCSE 



Psychology is a very demanding subject, requiring high levels 

of commitment outside of the classroom. There will be a lot of 

home learning, such as background reading and note-taking, 

creating revision summaries of topics covered in lesson and 

practicing examination questions. 10% of the examination 

assess mathematics skills, so the course is suited to students 

who are committed to developing their Mathematics skills.  



There are two externally assessed examination papers which 

are both sat at the end of Year 11. Both papers contain a 

combination of short-answer and extended-response (essay) 

questions and 10% of the examination assesses mathematics 

skills. 

Paper 

1 

1 hour 

45 

mins 

Development, memory, psychological 

problems, the brain and neuropsychology 

and social influence 

Short-answer 

questions and 

two essay 

questions 

Paper 

2 

1 hour 

20 

mins 

Criminal psychology, sleep and dreaming 

and research methods 

Calculations, 

short-answer 

questions and 

three essay 

questions 








